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Thank You to the 2017-2018

Sustainable Communities Division Sponsors!

Interested in sponsorship? 

Contact Merrill St. Leger Demian 

(Merrill.StLegerDemian@smithgroupjjr.com)



Division Information

Website: planning.org/divisions/sustainable

Blog: www.sustainableplanning.net

LinkedIn: APA Sustainable Communities Division

Facebook/Twitter: APASCD

Email: APASCD@gmail.com

Division Contact Information

Upcoming Educational Events

Free Webinar 
Solar Planning and Zoning: From the Rooftop to the Solar Farm 

(February 27, 1.50 CM)

Training
EcoDistricts Foundations Course + Workshop, in New Orleans 

(April 20, 6.50 CM)

See SustainablePlanning.net to register!



Today’s Event

EcoDistricts Certified: A New Standard for 
Community Development

Naomi Cole

Director of Certification + Innovation, EcoDistricts



#ecodistricts
#sustainableneighborhoodsforall

S U S T A I N A B L E  N E I G H B O R H O O D S  F O R  A L L

EcoDistricts Certified
The Standard for Community Development
APA Sustainable Communities Division Webinar 2.7.18



#ecodistricts
#sustainableneighborhoodsforall

AG ENDA

APA Introduction (5 min)

EcoDistricts Certified (15 min)

Case Studies (15 min)

Questions + Discussion (25 min)
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SUPPORT INNOVATIVE 
CITIES + PROJECTS

ACCELERATOR

BUILD A COMMUNITY OF 
PRACTICE

Advance a new standard for urban and community development 

that promotes sustainable neighborhoods for all.

CERTIFICATION, AP, TRAINING + 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

A B O U T  E C O D I S T R I C T S
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Urban and community development that makes equity and sustainability 
fundamental to neighborhoods for all. 

G U I D E D  B Y  A  N E W  S T A N D A R D
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E C O D I S T R I C T S  C E R T I F I E D
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Climate Protection

Thermal energy + electricity use

Solid waste + wastewater management

Transportation

Equity

Procedural 

Structural 

Distributional + cross generational 

Resilience

Social stresses + shocks

Economic stresses + shocks

Environmental stresses + shocks

Imperatives
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Place Prosperity Health + Wellbeing

Connectivity Living Infrastructure Resource Regeneration

Priorities
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Implementation

Performance
Roadmap implementation

Report progress toward targets

Continuously improve performance

Share experience and knowledge

> Biennial progress report

Formation
Leadership + collaboration model

Decision making procedures 

Governance structure

> Declaration of Cooperation

Roadmap
Priorities 

Objectives

Indicators

Baseline and target

Strategies

Implementation funding, schedule

> Action plan for achieving priorities
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Within 1 year of 
registration

Within 2 years of imperative 
commitment endorsement

Within 2 years of 
certification

C E R T I F I C A T I O N  P R O C E S S
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Pathway for action and implementation

Flexible yet holistic and rigorous

Applicable to a range of neighborhood types

A new way of working together

Creates trust and community ownership

Accountability for goals

A community of practice

H O W  I T ’ S  D I F F E R E N T
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1 5  P E N D I N G  C E R T I F I E D  D I S T R I C T S

ATL EcoDistrict (Atlanta)
Capitol Hill EcoDistrict (Seattle)
Central Area Cultural District (Seattle)
City Yards (Santa Monica)
East Harbour (Toronto)
High Falls (Rochester)
Little Haiti EcoDistrict (Miami)
MetroHealth (Cleveland)
Millvale EcoDistrict (Pittsburgh area)
Lloyd EcoDistrict (Portland)
Pacific Beach EcoDistrict (San Diego)
RiNo (Denver)
Sun Valley EcoDistrict (Denver)
Seaholm EcoDistrict (Austin)
TNT Eco Innovation District (Boston)
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Seaholm MetroHealthATL

Sun Valley Lloyd

City Yards East Harbour

Millvale

Capitol Hill

Pacific Beach

RiNo Arts

Little Haiti

T H E  F I R S T  E C O D I S T R I C T S
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A  D I V E R S I T Y  O F  P R O J E C T S

LloydEast Harbour

Sun Valley

RiNo Arts

Millvale Little Haiti

New Districts Existing Districts

Private sector led

Public agency led Community led
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A  G R O W I N G  C O M M U N I T Y
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G E T  T O  K N O W  A N  E C O D I S T R I C T

SUN VALLEY
ECODISTRICT
DENVER, CO, USA

#ecodistricts
#sustainableneighborhoodsforall

EcoDistricts
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DISTRICT TYPE: 
Neighborhood Redevelopment

SITE SIZE: 
100 acres

DEMOGRAPHICS:
- 1,500 residents
- Median income: $9,874
- 70% unemployment rate

D I S T R I C T  S N A P S H O T

KEY STAKEHOLDERS: 
- Denver Housing Authority
- City of Denver
- U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
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FORMA T I ON

SVED formed in summer 2016 as a 501(c)3 

Evolved from DHA’s ongoing public housing redevelopment

SVED provides master development oversight, funding and catalytic projects
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E A R L Y  W I N S

PLACE – 750 apartment units in Sun Valley will be public and affordable housing
PROSPERITY – Micro-business incubator to empower local job opportunities
CONNECTIVITY – Complete Streets design and better access to new light rail station
LIVING INFRASTRUCTURE – $4 million invested in South Platte River restoration
RESOURCE REGENERATION – EPA funded energy study included district-based energy 
solutions
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L E S S O N S  L E A R N E D

Anti-poverty and anti-displacement initiatives need to be integrated into existing 
and future planning and development.

Connecting Sun Valley to downtown Denver remains a challenge but is 
fundamental to ensure access to opportunities

It takes a lot of capacity to effectively deliver on an ambitious Ecodistrict vision.
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LLOYD
ECODISTRICT
PORTLAND, OR, USA

#ecodistricts
#sustainableneighborhoodsforall

EcoDistricts

G E T  T O  K N O W  A N  E C O D I S T R I C T
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DISTRICT TYPE: 
Existing Business District

SITE SIZE: 
400 acres

DEMOGRAPHICS:
- 82.1% White
- Median Age: 44.3
- Per Capita Income: $35,282
- 24,000 working professionals in 

the EcoDistrict

D I S T R I C T  S N A P S H O T
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FORMA T I ON

Launched as 501c6 in 2010 with seed funding from Business 
Improvement District

Governed by a volunteer Board of Directors with three funded staff

“Working Better Together”

KEY STAKEHOLDERS: 
Lloyd BID
American Asset Trust
Pacific Power
Portland State University 
Lloyd Center
Metro
Elders in Action
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E A R L Y  W I N S
PLACE
Intersection Mural 

PROSPERITY
Right2Root
Livable Lloyd

CONNECTIVITY
Lloyd E-Fleet Program

LIVING INFRASTRUCTURE
Pollinator Corridor 

RESOURCE REGENERATION
Energy Action Plan (12% reduction in 5 years)
LED Advantage Member Program 
District Utility Data Tracking 
Hassalo on Eight +  NORM
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L E S S O N S  L E A R N E D

Challenging to get businesses to commit funds to shared investments

Even in a business district, it’s really all about creating community

If you build it, they will come – Lloyd has become a destination because of 
its sustainability
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G E T  T O  K N O W  A N  E C O D I S T R I C T

MILLVALE 
ECODISTRICT
MILLVALE, PA, USA

#ecodistricts
#sustainableneighborhoodsforall

EcoDistricts
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DISTRICT TYPE: Existing Neighborhood

SITE SIZE: 448 acres

DEMOGRAPHICS:
- 3, 744 residents
- 21.6% below poverty line
- Median family income: $47, 888

D I S T R I C T  S N A P S H O T
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Four Founding Organizations:
1. Borough of Millvale
2. Millvale Community Library
3. MCDC
4. New Sun Rising

FORMA T I ON

Started collaboration in 2007. 
Ecodistrict Collaborative formed in 
September 2016

Borough of Millvale serves as the 
Ecodistrict’s backbone organization
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E A R L Y  W I N S

PLACE – Millvale Community Library built by volunteers 
PROSPERITY – Launch Millvale Program 
HEALTH + WELLBEING – Gardens of Millvale
CONNECTIVITY – Millvale Borough Bike and Pedestrian Committee
LIVING INFRASTRUCTURE – Four large-scale bioswales
RESOURCE REGENERATION – Three solarized community buildings
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As a small town with limited resources, it was essential to work together both internally 
and externally to pool resources. 

Because Millvale EcoDistrict partners are so well connected, they could push policies, 
projects, and programs effectively. What Millvale lacks in resources, it makes up for with 
agility and internal connectivity.

Start small. Having projects that residents were able to see, touch, and engage with 
helped boost community involvement.

Millvale has become a model for numerous other communities in the Pittsburgh area that 
are now pursuing EcoDistricts.

L E S S O N S  L E A R N E D
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L E A R N  M O R E  A T  A P A  N E W  O R L E A N S

EcoDistricts Foundations workshop –
April 20 at Tulane

Everything you need to know to 
become an EcoDistricts AP

Register now
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J O I N  U S

Bring a team to Incubator
Certify a community
Become an AP
Get help on a project
Attend the Summit

Minneapolis Oct 17-18
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EcoDistricts

EcoDistricts

EcoDistricts

EcoDistricts

Q+A

naomi@ecodistricts.org


