
APA SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES DIVISION WEBINAR
March 26, 2015

Collaborating for 
Sustainability Planning



Thanks to our 2014-2015 
Division Sponsors!

Interested in sponsoring for 2015-2016? Email apascd@gmail.com or visit 
http://tinyurl.com/sponsorAPASCD for an information packet!

• Farr Associates

• Clarion

• WRT

• VHB

• Kending Keast Collaborative

• PlaceMatters

• Ecology and Environment, Inc

• Post Carbon Institute

• Lehigh Valley Planning Commission

mailto:apascd@gmail.com


Notes

• 1.0 AICP CM credit approved
‒ Attendance is required for the duration of the event in order to 

receive CM credit
‒ Instructions will be sent after the event

• We will also send out an evaluation form – please 
give us your thoughts about this webinar, and any 
other webinars that you’d like to see.

• Questions
‒ Q & A after all speakers
‒ Moderator will read questions
‒ Please type any questions into the chat box



Today’s Speakers

• Joanna Nadeau - Director of Community Programs, 
Audubon International

• Sal Celona - Chair, Sustainability Community 
Alliance, Rio Verde, AZ

• Sheila Rose, AICP - Director, Department of 
Sustainable Development, Coconut Creek, FL

• Linda Whitman, RLA - Senior Planner, Coconut 
Creek, FL



Our Mission: To deliver high-quality 
environmental education and facilitate the 
sustainable management of land, water, wildlife, 
and other natural resources in all places people 
live, work, and play.
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Sustainability Defined:

Sustainable 
Communities 
Program

Certification, Education, 
and Technical Assistance
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Sustainable 
Communities
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“Many people now seek out homes and 
communities that are more resource efficient 

and sensitive to the environment,” 
-Gary Thomas, National Association of Realtors

“Regions with amenities attract and retain 

more talent, which is necessary to compete 
effectively in a national and world marketplace.” 
-Richard Florida, The Rise of the Creative Class



Ecotourism 
Industry

• Global Market:

– 7% of market

– $77 billon 

– Growing, will accelerate

• United States:

– $400 billion tourism industry; $200 billion for 
adventure travel

– $113 billion government tax revenue 
generated

– 43% vacations included ecotourism activities
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Sustainability Defined:

“Sustainability is… 
meeting the needs of the 
present without 
compromising the ability 
of future generations to 
meet their own needs.”  

-1987 Brantland

Commission Report

Sustainable
Communities
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Owensboro, KY

Coconut Creek, FL

Henrietta, NY

Hilton Head Island, SC

Eufaula, AL

The Landings, GA

Williamston, NC

Rio Verde, AZ

Seabrook Island, SC

Stowe Mountain, VT

50,000

10,000
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Stages of 
Planning

STAGE ONE:

Community Outreach, Education, and Assessment

STAGE TWO:

Sustainable Planning

STAGE THREE:

Implementing the Plan
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• Develop comprehensive plan (or add onto 
existing plan)

• Assemble portfolio of existing projects/partners

• Engage community in defining vision

• Set specific, time-bound objectives 

• Select sustainability “indicators” tied to goals for each 
focal area

• AI staff thoroughly review proposed plan
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At the Heart:
Focal Areas

1. Agriculture

2. Economic Development/Tourism

3. Education

4. Environmental issues

5. Governance

6. Public Health

7. Housing

8. Open Space and Land Use

9. Planning, Zoning, Building & Devt.

10. Population

11. Public Safety and Emergency Mgt.

12. Recreation

13. Resource Use (water, energy, waste)

14. Volunteerism and Civic Engagement

15. Transportation 9

Economic
Wellbeing

Environmental
Wellbeing

Social 
Wellbeing



APA - Comprehensive 
Planning Standards

• Released 2015 (PAS 
Report 578)

• From The Sustaining 
Places Initiative, 
launched in 2010

• Draws from Sustaining 
Places: The Role of the 
Comprehensive Plan
(PAS Report 567) –
released in 2012

Available at www.planning.org
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“…define[s] the role of 
comprehensive plans in 
addressing the sustainability 
of human settlements.”
-Sustaining Places, PAS 578



Principles
Livable Built Environment (11)

Harmony with Nature (10)
Resilient Economy (7)
Interwoven Equity (9)

Healthy Community (7)
Responsible Regionalism (9)

Processes
Authentic Participation

Accountable Implementation

Attributes
Consistent Content

Coordinated Characteristics

SCP 
Stage 2



SCP Areas & 
APA Principles

1. Agriculture

2. Recreation

3. Public Health

4. Open Space and Land Use

5. Planning, Zoning, Building/Devt.

6. Transportation

7. Education

8. Economic Development/Tourism

9. Environmental Issues

10. Resource Use

11. Housing

12. Population

13. Public Safety and Emergency Mgt.

14. (local) Governance

15. Volunteerism/Civic Engagement12

Healthy Community

Livable Built Environment/
Responsible Regionalism 

Resilient Economy

Harmony with Nature

Interwoven Equity



Case Study: 
Rio Verde, AZ
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SCP In Action: 
Rio Verde, AZ
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Rio 

Verde



Rio Verde, AZ

Demographics: 
• 1,400 residents
• 980 homes
• 67% seasonal; 33% residents
• Age-restricted adult community (55+)
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Rio Verde Community Association 
( RVCA) Organization

Rio Verde Country Club

Rio Verde Residents

RVCA Board of Directors

RVCA Committees Administration

Rio Verde 
Governance
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2010 -Five-year focus

• Community Culture, 
Infrastructure, 
Marketing, Quality of 
Life

• Formation of Steering 
Committee

Strategic Planning

A “Green & Growing” 
Community
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• Architectural
• Audit
• Budget/Finance
• Common Area Landscape & 

Renovation
• Communications
• Community Center 

Operations
• Community Events
• Community Recreation
• Community Utilities

• Marketing and Publicity
• Property/Community 

Appearance
• Security
• Streets and Drainage
• Sustainable Community 

Alliance -> Living Green in 
the Verdes

• Town Center Planning
• RV Country Club Liaison
• Tennis Liaison

Standing 
Committees
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Rio Verde 
Projects
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Rio Verde 
Projects

Use wastewater on golf course
A “Green & Growing” 
Community
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Rio Verde 
Projects

Use wastewater on golf course
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A “Green & Growing” 
Community



Community 
Engagement

• Formed Steering Committee

• Residents & Staff

• Resident surveys 

• General (2013) 

• Tailored questions (2014)

• Demonstration project(s)

• Community event with 
breakout sessions (2014)
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APA Process Standard: 
Authentic Participation
 Involves all segments of community 

in visioning, planning, monitoring



An SCP Plan

APA Process Standard: 
Accountable Implementation 
 Clear responsibilities
 Metrics

APA Plan Attributes: 
Consistent Content
 Goals, objectives, policies linked
Coordination
 Comprehensive



Rio Verde: 
Stage One

Priority Areas

• Education 

• Environment 

• Public Health

• Public Safety

• Resource Use 

• Volunteerism

• Transportation

Develop a community-wide Long Term Sustainability Plan

24



Stage Two: 
Tracking Projects
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Rio Verde: 
Stage One

Demonstration Site: Pollinator garden

• Contribute to conservation by using native plants

• Educate the public

• Community Assoc.  
& Country Club

• Volunteers/staff

• High visibility area
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A “Green & Growing” 
Community



Rio Verde: 
Stage Two

• Turf restored to desert landscape at RVCC
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Lessons Learned
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• “Living Green in the 
Verdes” Fair



Lessons Learned

• Community Planning = 
Sustained effort

• Way to demonstrate 
commitment to 
environment and to our 
community

Reflections on Rio Verde:

• Be creative & willing to 
answer questions

• Need outside support 
and resources 29

A “Green & Growing” 
Community



Contact Information:

Sal Celona
mpcelona@aol.com

rioverdehoa.org
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mailto:mpcelona@aol.com


Case Study: 
Coconut Creek, FL



• Greenway Master Plan
• Mainstreet Design Standards (2004)
• City Green Plan in development

• AI reviewed Green Plan against 
principles of sustainability

• Finalized 2010

Pieces in Place



• Implementation – strategies, policies, practices

• Measuring indicators and progress toward targets

– 26 Action Items in progress, 2 completed (as of 2010)
• E.g. increasing the number of bus shelters and bike racks, the City Shuttle Services, 

and expanding the Greenway Trails.

– Green Report created for annual monitoring (Green 
Team)
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APA Process Standard: 
Accountable Implementation 
 Clear responsibilities
 Funding sources
 Metrics
 Linked with budget planning



• Implementation – strategies, policies, practices

• Measuring indicators and progress toward targets

Designation as a Certified Audubon 
International Sustainable Community
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COCONUT CREEK
CITY GREEN PLAN
Sheila Rose, AICP
Director 
Sustainable Development

Sheila Rose, AICP
Director 
Sustainable Development

“Creating a Culture of Green Excellence”“Creating a Culture of Green Excellence”

Linda Whitman, RLA
Senior Planner 
Sustainable Development

Linda Whitman, RLA
Senior Planner 
Sustainable Development



Location

ATLANTA

COCONUT CREEK FT LAUDERDALE
MIAMI



About

• Incorporated in 1967
• 55,000 residents
• 12 square miles
• 60% Non-Hispanic White
• 20% Hispanic 
• 14% Black or African-American 
• 6% Other













• Advances City’s green culture
• Consistent with growing trends
• Result of Vision 2020
• Defines sustainability for the City
• Guides staff on developing programs
• Provides a cohesive plan for “greening”

WHY A GREEN PLAN?



• Environmental issue / GHG reductions
• Decision making / budget alignment
• Monitor progress / accountability

MAIN OBJECTIVES
OF CITY GREEN PLAN



• Management, coordination, accountability
• Benchmarks & monitors  

(GHG, green bldg, tree canopy)
• Evaluates each category and action
• Cohesive data reporting
• Budget alignment

BENEFITS OF REPORTING



Implementation Status



Green Building



Urban Nature



Energy



Water



Waste Reduction



Transportation/Mobility



Community Participation



Building & Facilities

Streetlights & Traffic Signals

Water Delivery

Wastewater Delivery

Vehicle Fleet

Transit Fleet

Employee Commute

Fugitive Emissions

6,246 tonnes of CO2e
6,246 tonnes of CO2e =

699,552 gallons of gasoline

City Operations





Annual Report



FGBC Gold Certification



COCONUT CREEK
CITY GREEN PLAN

“Creating a Culture of Green Excellence”“Creating a Culture of Green Excellence”

Contact Information and Website:
www.coconutcreek.net

Sheila Rose – Srose@coconutcreek.net

Linda Whitman – Lwhitman@coconutcreek.net

Green Plan: http://www.coconutcreek.net/sd/living_green



Join Now!

benefits

• Engagement tools

• Planning assistance 

• Verification & certification

• Economic development

• Sense of place

• Distinguish city as leader

costs: 

Annual $500 membership
Stage 2 (one-time) fee
+ Travel expenses for site visit



Sustainability Defined: Sustainable
Communities
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Contact Information:

Joanna Nadeau
joanna@auduboninternational.org

518-767-9051 Ext. 124

www.auduboninternational.org



Q & A

• Joanna Nadeau - Director of Community Programs, Audubon 
International

• Sal Celona - Chair, Sustainability Community Alliance, Rio Verde, AZ

• Sheila Rose, AICP - Director, Department of Sustainable 
Development, Coconut Creek, FL

• Linda Whitman, RLA - Senior Planner, Coconut Creek, FL

APA SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES DIVISION WEBINAR
March 26, 2015



Thank You!

• Event # 29898 – log CM at www.planning.org/cm
‒ If you have any questions or experience an issue 

reporting your CM credits, please contact 
AICPCM@planning.org

• Evaluation survey
‒ www.surveymonkey.com/r/APASCD1

• Comments or webinar ideas: apascd@gmail.com

• Recently launched the MindMixer page for the APA 
Smart Cities Initiative - check it out!

‒ sustainablecommunities.mindmixer.com

mailto:AICPCM@planning.org
mailto:apascd@gmail.com
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