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Welcome!

Jam Board: 
https://bit.ly/3eP3WUf 



2,212
Division Members

1,275
Student Members

8040
members

2309
followers

1531
followers

40
subscribers

7,228
Bi-weekly E-bulletin Recipients

937
Full Members

SCD By the Numbers…

310
followers



Celebrating our Members and Volunteers!

Kate McMahon, 
FAICP

SCD member 
and College of 

Fellows Inductee

Scott Turner
APA Board 
Member
2022-23

Jessi Eidbo
Secretary-
Treasurer
2023-24

Karla Ebenbach
Chair

2023-25



Your Name Here!

2022 Sponsors



Vision
Empowered planners creating sustainable, resilient, and 

equitable communities.

Mission
The Sustainable Communities Division provides resources, 

information, and best practices to support planners in creating 
sustainable, resilient, and equitable communities. Through its 

forums for dialogue, collaboration, advocacy, and professional 
development, the SCD engages planners in innovatively 

addressing the evolving ecological, social, and economic factors 
that shape our communities.

2021-22 Strategic Action Plan



1. PEOPLE
a. Actively engage and empower our membership
b. Increase and diversify our volunteer base
c. Mentor students and emerging professionals to create new leaders

2. EDUCATION
a. Build on, expand and diversify SCD’s educational offerings
b. Spur action by providing relevant content to address timely issues
c. Maximize the channels through which we communicate

3. LEADERSHIP
a. Elevate our resilience and climate action leadership  
b. Interweave equity into all programs and initiatives

4. PARTNERSHIP
a. Foster partnerships with outside organizations and other divisions to 

amplify outreach and influence

Strategic Objectives

2021-22 Strategic Action Plan



Chair
Secretary/Treasurer

Past Chairs & Secretary/Treasurers
Committee Chairs 

Volunteers

Education 

National Planning Conference

Communications

Policy Leadership 

Membership 

Partnership Students & Emerging Professionals

EDI

Executive Leadership Committee



• Website: www.apascd.com

• LinkedIn: APA Sustainable Communities Division

• Facebook/Twitter: APASCD

• Emails:

• communications@apascd.com

• sponsor@apascd.com

• sep@apascd.com

• membership@apascd.com

• Subscribe to the Mailing List (E-bulletin, Division 
communications, etc.): http://eepurl.com/hpTy6b

Communications

So Many Ways to Engage!

mailto:communications@apascd.com
mailto:sponsor@apascd.com
mailto:sep@apascd.com
mailto:membership@apascd.com


Education

The 9th Annual Awards 
for Excellence in 
Sustainability
• Honoring projects, plans, policies, 

individuals, and organizations whose 
work is dedicated to supporting and 
growing sustainable communities.



Education

State or Regional Award
•Kansas City Regional Climate Action 

Plan

Community-wide Award
•Green Worcester Sustainability and 

Resilience Strategic Plan

Sub-area Award
•Riverlife: Completing the Loop

Environment, Climate, & 
Energy Award
•TransformTO Net Zero Strategy

Quality of Life Award
•Southern Nevada Extreme Heat 

Vulnerability Analysis

Policy, Law, or Tool Award
•Edmonton Carbon Budget

Student Award
•Equity Lenses – Targeting Equitable 

Community Investment Across 
Southern California 
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The Series has produced these events:

1. Fire & Water: Extreme Weather Trends & Community 
Infrastructure (2 - Basics and Intermediate)

1. Climate Science & Planning
(2 - Basics and Intermediate)

1. Resilience Includes Planning for Public Health: The Case of 
American Tribal Communities

1. Technology Tools for Sustainability

2. Federal Funding Tools for Sustainable Infrastructure, 
Including TOD

Available for 1.0 S&R AICP credit on demand 
at APA Ohio Planners Webcast Series!

Education

Cross-divisional 
collaboration to support 
planner continuing 
education in sustainability 
and resilience topics.
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Education

Ways to get involved:

Email karla@ebenbach.com.

mailto:karla@ebenbach.com


Establish or reinforce partnerships with:
• Like-minded organizations especially 

those focused on climate change
• Groups focused on equity and racial 

justice 
• Hold a half-day climate-focused 

symposium

2022 Updates:
• The Sustainable Communities Division 

held its first online Annual Symposium 
last week on January 13th, 2022. The panel 
was composed of 8 speakers and more 
than 550 individuals registered to attend 
the webinar. 

• Narrowing down list of initial partnership 
opportunities SCD First Annual Symposium 

Partnerships



• San Diego, in-person

• NPC also had a virtual component

• Great opportunity to meet with SCD 
members – some seeing each other in 
person for the first time!

• NPC chair helped coordinate events, 
division volunteers, and social media

• Reception
• Annual awards
• Special events

• 14 NPC registration grants this year, 
totaling $5,765, for SCD regular and 
student members as well as SCD 
volunteers

• Two Climate Champions attended this 
Fall's APA Policy conference, which will 
total $300

San Diego, California
April 30 to May 3, 2022

National Planning Conference 2022 Recap



• Planned to be in-person in 
Philadelphia, 2023

• NPC will also have a virtual 
component

• Great opportunity to meet with 
SCD members

• NPC chair helps coordinate 
events and social media

• Reception
• Annual awards
• Special events

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
April 1-4, 2023

National Planning Conference 2023 Planning



Students & Emerging Professionals

Scholarship for Students & Emerging 
Professionals to attend NPC

Educational Webinars and Literature

Mentorship Program

Students & Emerging Professionals 
Survey

Professional Speaker Series

National Planning Conference 
Activities

Virtual Happy Hour / Coffee Meet & 
Greet with S&EP Members

Ensure Two Co-Chairs for Committee, 1 
Student and 1 Emerging Professional

What We Do What We Are Up To

Jumpstart Mentorship Program

Virtual Coffee Chat Meetup with Students 
& Emerging Professionals Members

Students & Emerging Professionals Blog

University Outreach for Students & 
Emerging Professionals Opportunities

Students & Emerging Professionals 
Survey will go out in September 

Create Shared Events Calendar

Review completed surveys and develop 
new requested opportunities for members



Policy Leadership – Climate Champions Program

• Extend SCD’s outreach on Climate Action 

• Engage states, chapters, municipalities

• Fostering regional dialogue and collaboration

• Local and regional resource for planners and 
allied professionals

• Empower planners to advance climate action in 
their communities

• Forum for sharing best practices

• Provide content for SCD publications

• Provide input on Program Tools

• Represent 15 States!

We’re always looking for more Champions!

Learn more and Submit your application at 
https://www.apascd.com/climate-champions



Climate Champions Program

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
• Met 4x this year to-date – Next Meeting 9/22/22

• Attended the APA Policy Conference

• Attended the APA National Planning Conference

• Produced 2 Climate Champion Videos for 
NPC2022

• Created a Working Group for Visioning, Planning 
and Workplan Development – Next Meeting 
9/27/22

• Welcomed 4 New Climate Champions
• Colorado

• Hawaii

• New Mexico

• Ohio

https://3.basecamp.com/5006180/buckets/21215299/uploads/4891453470


Climate Champions Program

SUSTAINABILITY & CLIMATE CHANGE NEWS & UPDATES

• Stockholm University & ETH Zurich find that all rainwater on Earth unsafe to drink due to 
‘forever’ chemicals

• Biden signs climate, tax and health bill into law

• The price of solar electricity has dropped 89% in 10 years

• Dutch Court ordered Shell to cut its carbon emissions by 45% by the year 2030

• A Kenyan woman opened a business converting plastic waste into sustainable materials, a 
material stronger than concrete.

• Coral Reefs are recovering – Great Barrier Reef has most coral in decades

• Reflective streets in LA are helping cool down neighborhoods, reduce emissions, and keep 
people healthy

• Fifth National Climate Assessment (NCA5) is underway and anticipated in 2023

https://www.discovery.com/science/unsafe-drinking-levels-in-rainwater
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-02223-8
https://heliusenergy.com/solar-costs-have-dropped-89-since-2010/
https://www.clearygottlieb.com/news-and-insights/publication-listing/dutch-court-orders-shell-to-reduce-emissions-in-first-climate-change-ruling-against-company:%7E:text=In%20a%20groundbreaking%20judgment%20delivered,(compared%20to%202019%20levels).
https://www.architecturaldigest.in/story/a-kenyan-woman-makes-pavement-bricks-using-plastic-waste/#:%7E:text=Matee%20is%20the%20founder%20of,a%20stronger%20material%20than%20concrete.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/08/04/great-barrier-reef-coral-recovery-climate-change/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2022-07-25/how-one-los-angeles-neighborhood-is-guarding-against-deadly-heat
https://www.globalchange.gov/news/fifth-national-climate-assessment-update-march-2022#:%7E:text=Through%20the%20efforts%20of%20USGCRP,to%20putting%20pen%20to%20paper.


Planning 2050



Planning 2050



Planning 2050



Policy Leadership – Smart Cities Interest Group

• Mission - Addressing 
innovations in technology to 
plan cities that are smarter, 
more resilient, and sustainable.

• Updated White Paper & New PAS 
Report

• January Virtual Happy Hour & 
Webinar

• Chula Vista Mobile Workshop

• NPC Annual Meeting

• More to Come in 2022/23 -
www.apascd.com/smart-cities



• Planner Advisory Service (PAS) Report # 601

• Comprehensive replacement of the 2010 PAS 
Report related to Climate Change & Energy

• Focuses on pertinent information planners need 
to know about climate mitigation and adaptation

• Introduces the interconnectedness of climate 
resilience planning

• Authored all facets of the PAS Report by SCD 
volunteers

Policy Leadership – Climate Change PAS Report



Data Collection 
Process Guide

Policy Leadership – Existing Climate Action Tools

Development Review 
Checklist

Climate Ordinance 
Inventory



Planners’ Tools Survey Results

Climate Action Planning Initiatives and Familiarity

62% of respondents have already adopted a 
climate action plan or goals within another plan

13% are on 
their way!

16% are not or 
do not know



Planners’ Tools Survey Results

Climate Action Planning Initiatives and Familiarity

3

23

23

24

27

29

30

We have not yet taken implementation actions

We changed infrastructure priorities or CIP to implement goals

We have taken other implementation actions

We have changed development review practices to implement the goals

We have changed development regulation to implement the goals

We have adopted internal guidelines or policies to reflect goals

We have budgeted for climate implementation actions for internal operations



Planners’ Tools Survey Results
What do planners see as their most important function(s) in addressing climate 
issues at the local level?

Rank
Rank

Distribution

Lowest Rank Highest Rank

Legend



Planners’ Tools Survey Results

What do you see as the most important function(s) of planners in your 
state in addressing climate issues at the local level?

Highlights:

• Transportation infrastructure 
investment that prioritizes 
alternatives to cars

• Equity-based investment in 
infrastructure improvements

• Coordination and 
collaboration across units of 
government



Planners’ Tools Survey Results

What tools best enable planners to achieve climate or carbon-reduction 
outcomes?

2

12

43

50

53

57

62

65

Unsure / this does not apply to my work

Other, please describe

Networks or cohorts for peer-to-peer learning

Better or more accessible data for setting and measuring progress toward goals

Templates for development review or development agreements that integrate
climate goals

Examples of local climate actions for specific sectors like transportation, energy
efficiency, renewable energy, carbon sequestration, etc.

Examples of climate action goals or strategies for different types of cities

Example ordinance language that integrates climate goals



Planners’ Tools Survey Results

What tools best enable planners to achieve climate or carbon-reduction 
outcomes?

Others:
• Community-specific AND sector-specific case studies (i.e., rural communities)

• Scenario-based modeling for specific actions

• Data repository for climate planning information

• Templates for specific actions (i.e., air control on short duration flights)

• Training on climate tools, software, and certifications

• Meaningful integration of social, economic, and racial justice

• Financial assistance



Planners’ Tools Survey Results

To that end, what tools are currently MISSING?

Templates for development review or development agreements that integrate climate goals

Data for setting and measuring progress towards goals

Example ordinance language that integrates climate goals

Examples of climate action goals / strategies by community type

Example of actions for specific sectors

Networks / Cohorts for peer-to-peer learning

Other

Unsure or N/A

1

2

3

4

5

6

7



Planners’ Tools Survey Results

To that end, what tools are currently MISSING?

Others:
• Outreach and Engagement materials

• Financial resources

• Nature-based solutions, as opposed to energy consumption and emissions, specifically in tools

• Case studies for specific sectors (i.e., resilient buildings)

• Additional Training



Planners’ Tools Survey Results

APA SCD has co-developed some tools! What are planners using?

• Very few! 

• The Climate Change 
PAS report was the 
most widely utilized, 
followed by peer 
resources (like 
Climate Champions)



Planners’ Tools Survey Results

Are planners using other tools for climate and sustainability work?



Planners’ Tools Survey Results

Are planners using other tools for climate and sustainability work?
Highlights:
• Over 40 examples submit; many place-specific studies or plans
• Example resources:

Kausal Reforesting Guide

http://www.gicinc.org/PDFs/TreePlantingCam
paignGuide_GIC_June2022.pdf

Nature-Based 
Solutions Report

https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/
downloads/exe_wwf_a4_template
_sbn_final2.pdf

kausal.tech

Collaboratory-action for 
working with communities 

with limited resources

https://sustainability.hapres.com/h
tmls/JSR_1328_Detail.html



Planners’ Tools Survey Results

Next Steps

• Survey will be open through the end of October 
for additional feedback

• Survey results will be further analyzed, and
compared with findings from the 2020 
administration of a similar survey, to analyze any 
change over time



Climate Planning 
Survey Drawing!

For providing input for the survey, and providing both 
name and e-mail, 71 respondents were eligible!

Four respondents will be randomly selected to receive 
one (1) $15 gift card each to the Zero Waste Store.



Discussion!

Jam Board:
https://bit.ly/3eP3WUf

Climate Planning Tools Survey:
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6984088/APA-Sustainable-Communities-Division-Survey

https://bit.ly/3eP3WUf
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6984088/APA-Sustainable-Communities-Division-Survey
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